This work was prepared by the students from 4th 2, 3rd year in Marseilleveyre secondary school in Marseille, France. Their English teacher corrected the grammar mistakes only and did not modify the sentences or paragraphs in order to leave the students’ writings as genuine as possible. Some of the turns of phrases may therefore sound a bit “French”.
A special thanks to Marielle Cantin (a girl from the class) who looked for the photographs on the internet and added them to this file.
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PAY IT FORWARD

(2000)

Director: Mimi Leder
Writers: Catherine Ryan Hyde (book), Leslie Dixon (screenplay)

123 minutes

French title: Un Monde meilleur

Cast:

Trevor ……………………………………..
Haley Joel Osment

Mr Simonet………………………………..
Kevin Spacey

Trevor’s mother…………….
……………..
Helen Hunt

Jerry the homeless…………………………
Jim Caviezel

The journalist………………………………
Jay Mohr

Trevor’s father……………………………..
Jon Bon Jovi
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AVAILABLE ON VIDEOCASSETTE AND DVD
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Summary

This movie is about an eleven-year-old child, Trevor, who wants to change the world after his teacher, Mr Simonet has given his class a school work: find an idea to make the world a better place. He creates an action whose aim is to help three people who then will help three other people and so on, and so forth.
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Trevor’s parents are alcoholic. His father left home because he was violent. Trevor’s teacher got his skin burnt because of the violence of his father, too. Trevor starts his project by helping a homeless. Then he decides to help his mum and his teacher, too. He would like them to fall in love.

Trevor’s action begins in Las Vegas and reaches San Francisco and Los Angeles. A journalist gets involved in the movement and his curiosity makes him track the origin of it. He investigates and finds the young boy. 

After the interview with the journalist Trevor helps a friend who is being attacked by bullies. He fights them but the attackers hurt him. At the hospital the doctor tells his mother that he has died.

At night people from all over the country come and put flowers and candles in front of the boy’s house. 

The main characters
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Trevor is a little boy who is 12 years old, but he looks younger. He goes to the elementary school and he lives with his alcoholic mother. His father left them. To go to school he rides a bike. He is the main character of the film.

He has got short straight blond hair, blue eyes, a small nose. He is cute!

His parents are alcoholic and he hates that problem, especially when his mother is beaten by his father. He can’t bear his father. 

He is a very kind boy, very quiet, clever, intelligent, brave, courageous. He tries to change the world and has a great idea to help people. He worries about the homeless. He is at the origin of the movement which consists in helping three people and then these people help in turn three other people. The movement begins in Las Vegas and reaches Los Angeles. 
But in the end he dies. 
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Mr Simonet is a teacher, Trevor’s teacher, in California. 

He is strict but he listens to the others. He is very understanding.

He has got glasses and short straight brown hair. He is about 40-50 years old. He loves Trevor’s mother.

When he was young he had his face and his chest burnt in the fire of his house. His father tried to kill him. After that he ran away from home.

Mr Simonet asks all the class to find an idea to help the world and make it better.

I think Mr Simonet is a very nice teacher.
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Trevor’s mum’s name is Arlene McKinney. She has got long curly blond hair and blue eyes. She is tall. She is about forty. She is not ugly.

She is thoughtful, cares about Trevor. She is brave and hardworking. She has got two jobs for her child because she is alone with him. She works in a night club as a waitress and in a casino. But she is always sad because her husband was drinking, beating her and he has gone. She drinks too, she is an alcoholic. She hides alcohol everywhere in the house. Trevor doesn’t like that but his mum is going to stop. 

She also has a lot of problems with her mum. Her mother is a homeless who lives in a car.

She falls in love with the school teacher of her son, Mr Simonet.
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The journalist. At the beginning of the film his car is broken by the police and an old man gives him a Jaguar. Later he tells him about the movement “Pay it forward”. So the journalist is looking for the people who invented the system of helping three people who need it.

He goes back to the people who passed the message and in the end he finds the inventor: Trevor. He will ring at Trevor’s house on his birthday. Before Trevor dies he interviews him about his movement.

Review

Here are some of the students’ impressions about the film:

I don’t like this film because it is so sad !

I liked this film but it’s a very sad film because the end with Trevor’s death is too tragic.

I like this film because it is full of feelings and because it opens my eyes on the world and its problems.

I liked the film because it is a story of friendship and it talks about reality: domestic violence, alcohol, solidarity, help… But the end is very sad because Trevor dies but the project continues.

I liked the film because Trevor is really eleven and he is funny when he watches the wrestling on TV. But the end of the film is so sad! I disliked the end. The end would be good if Trevor had won against the two boys who beat his friend.

I liked this movie very much. Trevor’s idea is fantastic! I think that if everybody made something good we would have a better world. Trevor, his mum and the teacher are charming. This movie is realistic, romantic and dramatic at the same time. I hate the moment when Trevor dies because he is a remarkable person.

I liked the film. The story is very moving because the hero took the issue of “making the world better” with real personal implication, differently from most people. He got up to give his life for that. In fact, at first, I was surprised by the end of the story. I even cried some tears – that is really unusual for me! 

In my opinion, often in movies children are considered unable to understand the problems of real life. This is really unfair because even at the age of ten one can understand and commit oneself more than an adult. I believe that this story proves it.

This movie is very sad but explains that it is necessary to help one another. I liked the character of Trevor who is very intelligent and who makes everything so that his professor gets married to his mom. Trevor’s teacher is amazed at the intelligence of Trevor. Trevor also makes everything so that his mom stops drinking alcohol because she is an alcoholic. Trevor’s professor has a very sad story – his father was an alcoholic and he used to beat his mother. Trevor is going to try to help his mother then his professor and he would have wanted to help his friend but instead he gets stabbed and dies. This movie was made to make us understand that anybody can change the world. 

I liked this movie because I like the characters – Mr Simonet, the mom, and mainly the boy, Trevor, because he is full of ambition and courage. And the fact of wanting to change the world and wanting to help people was really good. So yes, I really liked the story.

I liked the film because it was original and I think too that the world must change.

I really liked this movie because the little boy had a really good idea. This movie shows a lot of different aspects of life. But the most important of them is that we should help the others and not expect any reward from them. I did not like the end of the movie because the little boy dies after all he has done.

I’m keen on watching films. I already saw it but I didn’t see the end. It is moving and original. The idea of the relay is very good. But the end is sad. The story is beautiful and I love the actor who plays Trevor. He is very cute.

Questions about the film.
1.  How does the film begin?

2.  Where does the story take place?

3.  Who is the hero of the story? How old is he?

4.  Who is Mr Simonet?

5.  Why is Mr Simonet burnt? What happened to him when he was a teenager?

6.  Who is Arlene?

7.  How did Mr Simonet meet Arlene?

8.  Which grade is Trevor in?

9.  Which assignment does Mr Simonet give to the class?

10. What is the name of the solidarity movement which was initiated by Trevor?

11. What is Trevor’s first action to change the world? Does it work?

12. What is Trevor’s mum’s job? Is she happy with it?

13. Where is Trevor’s father? Why doesn’t Trevor like him?

14. Where does Trevor’s grandma live? Why?

15. How does the journalist find Trevor? Was he looking for him?

16. What happens to Trevor in the end?

17. What do people do to pay homage to Trevor? 

18. Did you like the end?

19. What is the main theme of the film?

20. Did you like the film? Why / why not?

Issues raised in the film.
Alcoholism



Solidarity

Domestic violence 


Helping the others

Poverty 



Forgiveness
Childhood  and  adulthood






